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Him the holy in Arur
Ne'er forget to laud and praise;
Bonds of birth will severed be,
Left behind all worldly ways.
In  Arur,  our loved one's gem,
Scatter golden blossoms fair.
Sorrow ye shall wipe away,
Yours be bliss beyond compare.7
Tirunavukkarasu8 (Appar) was an elder contemporary of
Tirujnana Sambandhar. He belonged to the Vellala caste. He
was left as an orphan at an early age and was brought up by
his sister as a devotee of Siva. But he forsook his faith and
became a Jaina. Later he returned to the Saiva fold and became
a powerful influence in its growth. In his verses a deeper note
of devotion is struck, his consciousness of sin is intense and his
sense of dependence on Siva's grace and of the ultimate
breaking of the bonds of sin by His grace is certain. How
close and intimate is God's relationship to man is brought out
in this hymn :
Thou to me art parents, Lord,
Thou all kinsmen that I need,
Thou to me art loved one fair,
Thou art treasure rich indeed.
Family,  friends, home art Thou,
Life and joy I draw from Thee,
False world's good by Thee I leave,
Gold, pearl, wealth art Thou to me.9
In his exalted moods he rises high above all external forms
of religion leaning unaided upon the mercy of God alone. He
then, knows that no ceremonial will help him, and that bathing;
7 Kingsbury and Phillips: Op. cit.,  p. 25.
8 Ibid.
Purnalingam Filial:   Ten Tamil  Saints.
9 Kingsbury and Phillips:   Op.  cit.,  p.  49.